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irTERNATIOrAL  MILITARY  TRIBUNAL  FOR  THE  FAR  EAST 


THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  et  al 


ARAKI’,Sadao,  et  al 


Sworn  Deposition 

Deponent:  OITORI  Sogen 


Having  first  duly  sworn  an  O'^th  as  on  attached  sheet  and 
in  accordance  with  the  procedure  followed  in  rV  country  I  hereby 
depose  as  follows. 

My  name  is  O^'ORI  Sopen.  I  am  a  priest  Jn  a  temple  called 
TOJO-IN  located  at  TOJI-IN  Kitamachl,  Kamlkyo-Ku  Kyoto. 

I  was  formerly  known  as  OMORI  Issei.  Deploring  the 
national  situation,  I  had  been  taking  part  in  a  national  reform 
movement  since  1925-?6  (14-th  or  15th  year  of  Talsho)  and  came 
to  know  SUZUKI  Zenlchi  who  had  been  taking  part  in  similar 
movement  since  1928-29  (3rd  or  4th  year  of  Showa). 

The  SHIWEI-TAI  Incident  which  was  to  be  carried  out  on 
J'^ly  7»  1933  (8th  year  of  Showa)  and  later  postponed  to  the 
11th  of  the  same  month  had  been  planned  by  SUZUKI  Zenichl  and 
hlo  group.  Minister  of  ’Var  General  ARAKI,Sadao  was  the  chief 
object  of  their  assassination.  I  would  here  like  to  relate 
this  fact. 

On  the  right  of  July  5»  1933 »  I  heard  of  this  plan  in 
detail  from  SUZITI,  Zenichl  who  was  the  chief  of  staff  in  the 
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SHIJIPEI-TAI  and  was  asked  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  plan. 

I  not  only  opposed  this  plan,  but  did  what  I  could  to  emphasl^je 
ray  opposition  and  advised  to  stop  the  plan*  going  with  snzi'KI 
Zenichi  to  the  coraraander  of  the  SHI!IPEI*‘TAI  ?lAEDA»Torao,  the 
staff-officers  KATAOKA,Shun,  OKUKO,Tario,  and  'others,  who  were 
staying  at  the  riAKOT-YA  Hotel  at  6-chorae  Aoyaraa  Kita-raachi, 
Akasaka  Tard.  This  was  because  General  AHAKI  was  counted 
araong  their  objects  of  attack.  That  is,  according  to  this  plan, 
Minister  of  War  General  ARAKI  was  to  be  attacked  at  the 
Comraenceraent  of  the  Military  Academy  op  on  his  way  to  the  place. 


f 


According  to  SUZUKI,  the  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  SHTfU=’ET-TAI, 
the  reason  for  making  Minister  of  War  ARAKI  as  an  object  for 
attack  was  that  Gon.ARAKI’s  negative  attitude  of  trying  to 
keep  the  Manchurian  Incident  within  the  narrowest  possible 
limits  by  his  non-expanlsion  policy  was  in  accordance  with  the 
policies  of  the  conservatives  of  the  political  parties  and 
the  ZAIBATSU,  thus  interfering  with  the  realization  of  the 
•reformers *  continental  policy  of  securing  the  nation's  life 
line.  Therefore  it  was  planned  to  kill  Gen.  ARAKI,  and  to 
place  Gen.  HAYASHI,  Senjuro  at  the  head  of  the  War  Ministry 
with  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  their  more  positive  policy. 
General  HAYASKI  had  been  the  Commander-in-Chlef  of  the^Army  in 
Korea  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Manchurian  Incident  and  was 
popularly  known  by  a  brave  nickname  of  EKKY(^  SHOGUN  (a  general 
crossing  the  borders  without  the  Emperor's  permission). 
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However,  becouse  I  had  always  held  the  greatest  reverono^ 
for  GeneralARAKI's  personal  character  and  respected  his  views 
on  our  national  Constitution  and  the  Imperial  Army  I  inter¬ 
ceded  with  the  aforementioned  men.  ^Gen.ARAKI  toDd  rno  that 
the  Japanese  should  obey  the  august  benevolence  of  the  Emperor 
and  serve  to  manifest  the  Imperial  virtues,  and  that  It  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  abold  anything  like  war,  and  even  in 
an  unavoidable  self-defensive  war,  to  prevent  its  daraafos  as 
much  as  possible.  Accordingly  he  made  every  possible  effort 

concerning  the  Manchurian  Incident,  from  this  viewpoint,  to 

* 

prevent  an  all-front  war  between  China  and  Japan  by  settling 
it  as  soon  as  possible. 

For  the  above  reasons  I  opposed  such  an  extreme  axtion 
plan  to  assaslnate  this  sound  and  moderate  general  with  a  view 
to  aggravating  the  Manchurian  Incident,  not  only  for  the 
General's  sake  but  because  I  knew  it  should  not  be  allowed  fcr 
the  national  welfare  as  well.  However,  by  some  circumstances 
in  the  SHIHPEI-TAI  the  time  of  action  was  postponed  to  July  11 
and  the  plotters  were  arrested  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
11th  before  they  could  carry  out  their  plan  In  any  way. 

on  this  1st  day  of  April.  194^7 

at  Tokyo 

Deponent  OffORI.  Sopen  (seal) 
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T.^ITO/vH/iRA.  Yu  taka  hereby  certify  that  the  above  stntj- 
ment  vas  s-orn  by  the  Deponent,  who  affixed  his  signatvro  and 
seal  thereto  in  the  presence  of  this  ’’itness. 

On  the  sane  date 
At  Tokyo 

TTitnessj  (signed)  ^TTOAtT/.RA.Yntaka  (seal) 


OATK 

In  accordance  with  ray  conscience  I  swear  to  tell  the 
^•holo  truth  withholding  nothing  and  adding  nothing. 

OnORI,  Sog^  (seal) 
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